The Jewish View of Christianity, a 3 part series

1) Is Christianity Idolatry?

2) Between Paganism and Monotheism, the Meiri’s opinion

3) May One Enter A Church for Voting? Visiting? Volunteering?
Funeral? Presidential Inauguration?
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Mishnah The Mishnah records various restrictions that apply to'a Jew’s transactions with idolaters:

D WS R 1w YW iR upY — During the three days preceding the festivals® of idol
worshipers Y nnY) NRY Mo — it is forbidden to transact business with them,® o wwnb — to lend
them articles, 1% )XW — or to borrow articles from them, 1nn%a% — to lend them monvey ‘ ]r_lm ney -

or to borrow money from them,") 1y1i8b — to repay a debt to them, ymm y11bY) — or to accept payment of
a debt from them.!! "

A dissenting view is cited with respect to this last law:
x 1 130 — R’ Yehudah says: 1 pyioy — We may accept payment from them
since this causes [the payer] distress.?!

The first opinion counters: "
i 1% ~ [The Sages] replied to him:  wway Xy 1ymw 10 5y qx — Though it causes him distress now, mw
1 Ky xn — he rejoices afterwards, since he is free of his obligation ¥l B
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_ The Gemara qualifies the Mishnah’s prohibition against com-
merce with idolaters three days before their pagan festivals:
Yxmw s — Shmuel said: 7% 7R O KPR MoK K AYA2
- In the Diaspora it is forbidden to do business with idolaters
only on the festival itself.’?V
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The Gemara now analyzes another statement of the Baraisa:
w2 MM a3 Y17y nrms'y 01 K71 — The Baraisa stated
NOR CAUSE OTHERS TO VOW IN ITS NAME OR TO SWEAR IN ITS NAME,
bxmwT maxe mh Kynon — This supports a ruling of Shmuels
father, Sxmuw3 max g1 — For Shmuel’s father said:
nragia T2ivE oy Msmw gy oy oy — It is forbidden for
a person to make a partnership with anidolater, 2wam KW
myaw 19 — lest [the idolater] become obligated to swear to
him concerning a monetary dispute 19w B¥a313 n'1aya vayn -
and he will swear by hisidol, -5y yowr &Y, N ying
— and the Torah has stated:!) Nor shall it be heard through
you, 12!
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Tosafot, Sanhedrin 63b
Rabbeinu Tam: It is permissible to [cause a
gentile's oath through litigation with one's non-

Jewish partner because] today all swear in the
name of the saints to whom no divinity is
ascribed. Even though they also mention God's
name and have in mind, in any event no
idolatrous name is actually said, and they also
have the Creator of the world in mind. Even
though they associate (shifuf) God's name with
"gomething else", we do notfind that it is
forbidden to cause others to associate (shituf),
and there is no issue of placing a stumbling
block before the blind [by entering into litigation
with the non-Jewish business partner, thereby
causing him to take an oath] because the Sons
of Noah were not warned about it.
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The Edomites (Christians) are idol worshippers ... Sunday is their festival day.
Therefure, in the land of Israel ane cannot transact business with them every
Thursday and Friday, needless 10 say on Sunduy itsell which is prohibited

everywhere., 'Fhe same is the case in cach of their festival days.!
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After that [hjre arose a new sect which combined the two methods, namely,
conquestandtontroversy, interone, because it believed that this procedure would be
more efféetive in wiping out every race of the Jewish nation and religion. I,
therefore, resolved to lay claim to prophecy and to found a new faith, CONLrary Lo our
divine religion, and (o contend that it was equally God-given. . ..

The first one to have adopted this plan was Jesus the Nazarene, may his bones be
ground to dust... . . He impelled people to believe that he was a prophet sent by God
to clarify perplexities in the Torah, and that he was the Messiah that was predicted by
each and every seer. He interpreted the Torah and its precepts in such a fashion asto
lead to their total annulment, o the abolidon of all its commandments and to the
violation of its prghibitions. . .

Quite some tige after, a religion appeared the origin of which is traced to him by
the decedants of Esau, albeit it was not the intention of this person to establish a new
faith. ...

After him arose the Madman (Mohammed) who emulated his precursor since he
paved the way for him. But he added the further objective of procuring rule and
submission, and he invented his well known religion. All these men purposed to
place their teachings on the same level with our divine religion. But only a simpleton
who lacks knowledge of both would liken divine institutions to human practices. Our
religion differs as much from other religions for which there are alleged re-
semblances as a living man endowed with the faculty of reason is unlike a statue
which is ever so well carved out of marble, wood, bronze or silver. When a person
ignorant of divine wisdom or of God's works sees the statue that superficially
resembles a man . . . he believes that the structure of the parts of a statue is like the

constitution of a man, because he is deficient in understanding concerning the inner
organization of both. . . .

, The following is the uncensored version of the end of Kings,
b, XI1,*

But if he does'not meet with full success, or is slain, it is obvious
hat he is not the Messiah promised in the Torh. He is to be
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egarded like all the other wholehearted and worthy kings of the
{ouse of David who died and whom the Holy One, blessed be He,
aised up to test the multitude, as it is written, “And some of them
hat are wise shall stumble, to refine among them, and to purify, and
o make white, even to the time of the end; for it is yet for the time
ppointed” (Dan, 11:38).

Even of Jesus of Nazareth, wha imagined that he was the Mes
izh, but was put to death by the court, Daniel had prophesied, as it
: written, "And the children of the violent among your people shall
ft themselves up to establish the vision; but they shall stumble”
Dan. 11:14). For has there ever been a greater stumbling than this?
Al the prophets affirmed that the Messiah would redeem Ismel, save
em, gather their dispersed, and confirm- the commandments, But
¢ cansed Israel to be destroyed by the sword, their remnant to be
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ispersed and humiliated. He was instrumental in changing the
orah and causing the world to err and serve another besides God.
But it is beyond the human mind to fathom the designs of the
reator; for our ways are not His ways, ncither are our thoughts His
wughts. All these matters relating to Jesus of Nazareth and the Ish.
aelit ghammed) w, hi served to clear the
ay for.King Messiah, to prepar hole wor ip God
ith one accord, as it is written, “For then will I turn to the peoples
pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the Lord to
wrve Him with one consent” (Zeph. 3:9). Thus the Messianic hope,
1¢_Torah, and the commandments have become familiar topics—
ipics of conversation (among the inhabitants) of ‘the far isies and
any peoples, uncircumcised of heart and flesh, They are discussing
lese matters 'and the commandments of the Torah, Some say,
Those commandments were trug, but have lost their validity and
e no longer bindirig"; others declare that they had an -esoteric
eaning and were not intended to be taken literally; that the Mes.
th has already come and revealed their occult significance, But
1en the true King Messiah will appear and succeed, be exalted and
ted up, they will forthwith recant and realize that they have inher-
d naught but lies from their fathers, that their prophets and fore-

ars led them astrav.
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It seems to me that these matters all pertain only to worshippers of idols and their .-
forms and images, but that nowadays, these [commercial] activities are wholly
permitted. As for the statement in the gemara that a “Christian is always

forbidden [to be traded with],” | intarpret it as derived from “watchers who come

from a far country,” as stated in Jeremiah, wha referred to that nation as

‘notzrim” after [Babylonian King" Nebuchadnezzar; and it Is known that there was
an image of the sun in Babylon and the entire nation of Nebuchadnezzer
warshipped it. And you already know that the sun serves on the first day In the
snumeration of the beginnings of days, and that day accordingly was called

“notzri” on account of its connection with the sun's dominjon, all of which is
obvious and clear.
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Meiri, Beit Habachirah, Bava Kamma, . 122 _ LY PN 09
If the ox a Jew gores the ox of a gentile, [the Jew] is exempt [from paying ,

damages] because of the [limiting] law of “one’s peer’ (re'ehu), butif a gentlle_ 8

ox gores a Jew's, the gentile pays full damage, regardless of whether the ox s

known as a goring ox or not because they do not care apout the property of

others so they are punished so that they should not habituate thgmselves to

cause damage. In light of what Is stated in the gemara this applies only_ to the

nations that are not bound by the ways of religions and laws, as it says in the

gemara, “He saw that the Noahides did not observe the seven commandments

that they had accepted, and so he permitted their property” so long as justice
condemns them to this. Thus, as long as they observe the seven
commandments, their law with respect to us is the same as our law with respect
to them, and we do not favor ourselves. This, then is the case a fortior! with
regard to the nations that are bound by the ways of religions and laws.
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bpoIR LAY TP BN apnd principles of religion, and thﬂl' Wh()le aim and intent is to the Maker of
b5 0193 1%3p “nprhy hepihdgy  heaven and earth, as the codifiers have written. . . . So far, then, from
Wiph  Hdh 19y wmih DhE vy our not being forbidden to save them, we are on the contrary obliged to
AchNDmEY Hnad 5IND vMb  pray for their welfare, and as Rabbi Eliezer Ashkenazi wrote at length
9739 7103 ‘0 DEn 303 O3 YIS an the Passover Haggadak, concerning the sentence Pour out Thy wrath
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peace be upon him, who prayed to God to pour out His wrath on the
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::’bn;,:s;gv mmbo mm bype  heathen who did not. believe in creatio ex nihilo and in the signs and
2B (o3 01103 1Y prgy oep  Wonders which God, 'Blessed be He, performed for us in Egypt, and at
o0 b33 mb 2ok 15h onan Yo the giving of the Torah, But the Gentiles, in whose shadow we live and
b3 oby o 00'0% pob "oy under whose wings we shelter, believe in all these things, as I have
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n Afmink atm wmb b mssew ems NAtions too have 2 portion in the world to come,
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The Torah states, “Tzedek, tzedek you shall pursue” (Deuter-
onomy 16:20). Why should the Torah repeat the term tzedek?
Rabbenu Bachaye, the student of the Ramban, in his work Kad
Hakemach, interprets that the Torah intimates how the same stan-
dard of justice and righteousness that is applied toward our Jewish
brothers is also to be applied toward all Gentiles. When one delves
into the halachah, one can readily see that the Torah does not
make a distinction between Jews and non-Jews within the realm of
mishpat and tzedek. A trespass committed against the property of a
pagan is just as cfriminal as oné committed against the property of
a Jew. It is true that the aveidah, the lost object, of a pagan that
inadvertently’ comes into the possession of a Jew is permitted.
However, this halachah is subject to two qualifications. One dis-
tinction is between an idol worshipper, whose lost object is per-
mitted, and a non-pagan Gentile, whose lost goods are forbidden.
Significantly, the Meiri (in the Shitah M’ kubetzes on Bava Kama
113a) writes that based on this difference between the status of
pagans and non-pagans, we assume that today there are no pagans
for religious worship. Hence, all lost property that comes into
possession of a Jew must be returned to its proper owner. The
second qualification of the halachah permitting lost goods of a
Gentile is mentioned in the Sefer Mitzvos Hagadol: Lost items of a
pagan are not really permitted. Rather, such objects do not fall into
the category of gezel, stealing, but still involve a violation of “The
remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity or speak lies” (Zephaniah
3:13). Taking and keeping the lost object of a pagan would still be
considered an unjust and unfair act inasmuch as it runs counter to
the principle of human rights and to the concept of tzedek, which
must be shown to Jews and non-Jews alike.
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In Switzerland, even among the German Jews, the extremist hasi-
dut has become strong. They despise academic studies and run to
every rebbe who is dressed in a streimel and white stockings. Also in
Israel there is an increase in fanaticism and the despising of academic
studies in the yeshivot and circles close to them. There are a few psy-
chological reasons for the strengthening of this spirit. One of them is
the wish to raise up the destruction of the past, that which was
destroyed by the Nazis. Second, the secular nationalism is empty and
barren, and those who stand at its head are petty and insignificant,
lacking any exalted, enthusiastic spirituality. Despite this I am plan-
ning on visiting Israel this winter and seeing if it is possible and
proper for me to settle there.

The chief rabbis of Israel treat me with honor. Rabbi [Isser Yehu-
dah] Unterman writes me his hiddushim, doubts and problems. He is
burdened with the duty of defending traditional life, and his mind is
not free to think deeply about Judaism. In Israel they speak with
excitement about Rabbi Dr. Soloveitchik., He protested against those
who wish to approach the Vatican and are attempting to secure from
it words of conciliation with regard to Judaism.»

In my opinion it is fitting to put an end to the hatred of the reli-
gions for each other. More than Christianity hates Judaism, Judaism
hates Christianity. There is a dispute if stealing from Gentiles.is for-
bidden from the Torah,% everyone holds that deceiving a Gentile and
cancelling his debt is permitted,* one is not to return a lost object to
a Gentile,”? according to R. Tam intercourse with a Gentile does not
render a woman forbidden to her husband,® their issue is like the
issue [of borses]** According to Maimonides, if a Jew has sex with a
Gentile [woman)], the Gentile is killed because the Jew stumbled into
sin through her. The law of a Gentile is the same as that of an ani-
mal.®® Maimonides derived this law on his own. It is not found in the
Bauli or Yerushalmi. We must solemnly and formally declare that in
our day this does not apply. Meiri wrote as such,* but the teachers
and ramim whisper in the ears of the students that all this was writ-

ten because of the censor.” .
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Mishnaft o33 nyiay n ww vy — If a city has an idolatrous service in it,”  pm nb nyn — it is

permitted to do business outside [the city].*"

o¥agis N7y Y nyn mg - If there is an

idolatrous service outside [a cityl, =pm (1Y) i — it is permitted to do business inside [the city].®9

A related issue:

oy A% 3 — What is [the law] with regard to going there (i.e. to a city in which a pagan festival is being

,,WB@J-;;W;QM 1Y ;g}a — When the road is specific to that place, it is forbidden; D)

[ ALK+

NDM K BiPRY N3 qpnY 513y A — but if one can travel on [that road] to another place, it is permitted.”*”
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For example on Match 12, 1991, the London Times stated:

The Queen was present at the Commonwealth Day Observance service
held yesterday in Westminster Abbey. The Prince of Wales attended. The
Dean of Westminster officiated and the Rev Dr William Davies, L\/[Qderﬁv

tor of the Free Church Federal Council, read the lesson... Among others
present were: High Commissioners and Agents General and their escorts,
Mrs Anyaoku, the Lord Chamberlain and the Countess of Airlie, Lord Ja-
kobovits (Chief Rabbi), Lady Waddington . . .

Or on April 5, 1990, the Lowndon Tines stated:

The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh attended a service of thanksgiving
held yesterday in Westminster Abbey to mark the 150th anniversary of the
founding of King’s College Hospital, London, and its Clinical Medical
School. Princess Alice Duchess of Gloucester was present. The Lord
Mayor of Westminster attended... The Bishop of Oxford preached the
Sermon. The Chief Rabbi was robed and in Quire and Canon Colin Sem-
per, the Rev Paul Ferguson, Chaplain and Sacrist, and Canon Anthony
Harvey were robed and in the Sacrarium.

So too, on July 1, 1979, the London Times noted:

No one remarked on it at the time, but the discreet visit of the Chief

Rabbi to the lying in state of Cardinal john Heenan at Westminster Ca-
thedral in 1975 was in this context a most remarkable gesture by Britain’s
leading Orthodox Jew to the memory of one of the “righteous Gentiles.”

At each of these events, a Chtistian service was cleatly taking place, if
read closely, except for maybe the last one, which is merely a lying-in-
state.

(I could, in fact, show dozens of other articles from the Loudon Times
that note the presence of the Chief Rabbi Lord Jakobovits in Westmin-
ster Abbey during services. I could show the same for Chief Rabbi
Brodie before him, and Chief Rabbi Hertz before him. I could show, if
it is important to see, articles which note that chief rabbis of other
countries have done the same.) e
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