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Pontifical commission for the relations with Judaism
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COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

WE REMEMBER: A REFLECTION ON THE SHOAH

|. The tragedy of the Shoah and the duty of
remembrance
The twentieth century is fast coming to a close and a
new Millennium of the Christian era is about to dawn.

The 2000th anniversary of

all Christians, and indeec

to seek to discern ... the ways
Creator in man has been of

- the
inv

Birth of Jesus Christ calls
ites all men and women,

in which the image of the

‘ended and disfigured.



Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity

Presidents )L

Augustin Bea, S.J. T (1960 Appointed -1968}Bi

eJohannes Gerardus Maria Willebrands
(1969 Appointed - 1989 Retired)

*Edward Idris Cassidy (1989 Appointed
2001 Retired)

*Walter Kasper (2001 Appointed -2010 Re

*Kurt Koch (2010 Appointed -)



COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS
RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

GUIDELINES AND SUGGESTIONS
FOR IMPLEMENTING THE CONCILIAR
DECLARATION "NOSTRAAETATE" (n. 4)

TN Ty

While it is true that a widespread air of suspicion,

inspired by an unfortunate past, is still dominant in
this particular area, Christians, for their part, will be
able to see to what extent the responsibility is theirs

and deduce practical conclusions for the future. e o7 ) W o 22 O

t a short time after the ninth
anniversary of the promulgation of Nostra

Cathollc Church S rellglous relatlons Wlth the Aetate, the Second Vatican Council's

: Declaration on the Church's relations with no
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“We have just celebrated International
Holocaust Remembrance Day. In order to
recover our humanity, to recover our
human understanding of reality and to
overcome so many deplorable forms of
apathy towards our neighbour, we need
this memory, this capacity to involve
ourselves together in remembering.
Memory is the key to accessing the
future, and it is our responsibility to

hand it on in a dignified way to young WY owi T
generations.” Pope Francis
YAD VASHEM
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International Catholic - Jewish Liaison Committee

22nd Meeting
Madrid, 13-17 October 2013
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2wy’ 30-12-1993

Monsignor Claudio Celli
representant of the Holy See

Yossi Beilin representant of the
foreign ministry of Israel




“Synagoga and Ecclesia in Our Time”
Joshua Kauffman

Saint Joseph University, Philalephia

Despite the irreconcilable
theological differences, we
Jews view Catholics as our
partners, close allies, friends
and brothers in our mutual
quest for a better world
blessed with peace, social
justice and security.

Between Jerusalem and Rome







Working together for the 2w 3pon

The people of God of the Old and the New Testament
are tending towards a like end in the future: the coming
or return of the Messiah.

We must [...] accept our responsibility to prepare the
world for the coming of the Messiah by working
together for social justice, respect for the rights of
persons and nations and for social and international
reconciliation. (Notes)



E. P. SANDERS (1937 -

E.PSANDERS
E.P SANDERS

JESLIS

PAUL,
the LAWr

and the

JEWISH
PEOPLE
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Ontlogic bound between the Church and
the Jewish people

e The problem of Jewish-Christian relations concerns the Church as such [...]
Therefore, even in areas where no Jewish communities exist, this remains an
important issue. (Guidelines)

* [...] unique relations that exist between Christianity and Judaism - "linked together
at the very level of their identity" (John Paul I, 6th March, 1982) - relations
"founded on the design of the God of the Covenant” (ibid.), (Notes)



Jesus, a Jew who binds... and divides

 Jesus was born of the Jewish people [...] He used teaching methods
similar to those employed by the rabbis of his time. (Guidelines)

 Jesus was and always remained a Jew (Notes)

* |tis more clearly understood that the person of the Messiah is not
only a point of division for the people of God but also a point of
convergence (Notes)



Painful History, Shoah

* While bearing their unique witness to the Holy One of Israel and to the Torah, the
Jewish people have suffered much at different times and in many places. (We
remember)

* |t may be asked whether the Nazi persecution of the Jews was not made easier by
the anti-Jewish prejudices imbedded in some Christian minds and hearts. (We

remember)

* This is an act of repentance (teshuva) (We remember)



Repentance

God of our fathers,

you chose Abraham and his descendants

to bring your Name to the Nations:

we are deeply saddened by the behaviour of those
who in the course of history

have caused these children of yours to suffer,

and asking your forgiveness we wish to commit
ourselves

to genuine brotherhood

with the people of the Covenant

26 march 2000




Antisemitism

Another important goal of Jewish—Catholic dialogue consists in jointly
combatting all manifestations of racial discrimination against Jews and
all forms of anti-Semitism, which have certainly not yet been

eradicated and re-emerge in different ways in various contexts. (The
Gifts)



11127 N2 M7

D'7UIN' 211N DY NNTNON X7 NITA'N 7W AMIvo'nn e
N'NT NNI0ND NNOSNNT ND'WUNN XX

N'1DND IYID7 Y'Y IN'OI NMIVO'N NTAIY X' 7R NNRWN °
D'N7NN 7Y

N7012 X7 0D71IVn NMw' NMan e



Mission of the Jews
Mission toward the Jews?

* We shall reach a greater awareness that the people of God of the Old and the New
Testament are tending towards a like end in the future: the coming or return of
the Messiah - even if they start from two different points of view. (Notes)

* The Catholic Church neither conducts nor supports any specific institutional
mission work directed towards Jews. [...]Christians are nonetheless called to bear
witness to their faith in Jesus Christ also to Jews [...] (The Gifts)
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